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CLAIMS : 

1-6. Cancelled. 

7. (Currently Amended) A battery storage apparatus comprising a houc i ng, said 
housing compris i ng : 

(a) a first non-conductive sleeve having an open end, a temiinal end, and a 
substantially constant cross section along its entire length from the open end to the 
temiinal end, said first sleeve dimensioned to confomi closely to and receive a first 
end of a battery, the length of said first sleeve being shorter than the length of said 
battery, thereby allowing an exposed end of said battery to extend from said first 
sleeve when said battery is inserted therein, said first sleeve adapted to snuggly fit 
over an inserted portion of said battery; 

(b) a second non-conductive sleeve having an open end, a temiinal end, and a 
substantially constant cross section along its entire length from the open end to the 
temiinal end, said second sleeve being dimensioned to confonti closely to and 
receive the exposed end of said battery, the length of said second sleeve being lees 
than or substantiallv equal to the length of said exposed end of said battery, said 
second sleeve adapted to snuggly fit over at least a portion of said exposed end of 
said battery; 

(c) said first sleeve and said second sleeve being in a non-sealed relationship with 
each other when said battery is inserted therein; 

(d^ wherein the temiinal end of said first sleeve defines a first aoerture in alignment 
with said first end of anv batterv that can be inserted into or removed from said first 
sleeve, said first aoerture being large enouoh for air to pa ss ttirouah while a batterv 
is being inserted or removed from said cavitv: and 

(e) wherein the temiinal end of said second sleeve defines a second aperture in 
alignment with the exposed end of anv batterv that can be inserte d into or removed 
from said first sleeve, said second aoerture being large enough for air to pass 
ttirouoh while a batterv is being inserted or removed from sai d cavitv. wherein each 
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aperture is adapted to substantially prevent conductive items from contacting the 
tenninals on said batterv . 

8. (Currently Amended) The A battery storage apparatus of claim 7, whoro i n 
comprising : 

(a) a first non-conductive sleeve tt^ defines more than one cavity, each cavity 
having an open end, a terminal end, and a substantially constant cross section along 
Its entire length from the open end to the temninal end, each of said cavities being 
dimensioned to confonn closely to and receive a battery, the length of said first 
sleeve being shorter than the length of said battery, thereby allowing an exposed 
end of said battery to extend from said first sleeve when said battery is inserted 
therein, said first sleeve adapted to snuggly fit over said inserted portion of said 
battery; 

(b) a second non-conductive sleeve that defines more than one cavity, each cavity 
with an open end, a temiinal end, and a substantially constant cross section along 
its entire length from the open end to the temninal end, said second sleeve being 
dimensioned to confonn closely to and receive the exposed end of said battery, the 
length of said second sleeve being l ose than or substantially equal to the length of 
said exposed end of said battery, said second sleeve adapted to snuggly fit over at 
least a portion of said exposed end of said battery; 

and 

(c) said first sleeve and said second sleeve being in a non-sealed relationship with 
each other when the battery is inserted therein; 

(d^ wherein each of the temninal ends of the first sleev e define a first aperture, each 
of the first apertures beino in alignment wi th anv batterv that can be inserted into or 
removed from a conrespondino one of said more than one cav itv. said first aperture 
being large enough for air to pass through while a batterv is being inserted or 
removed from said cavitv: and 

re^ wherein the tenninal ends of said second sleeve define a second aperture, each 
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of the second apertures being in ationment with anv battery that can be inserted into 
a corresponding one of said more than one cavity, said second aoerture being large 
enough for air to pass through while a battery is being inserted or removed from said 
cayltv. and 

(f) wherein each of said first apertures and said second apertures is adapted to 
substantially prevent conductive items from contacting the terminals on said battery . 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Cunently Amended) The battery storage apparatus of claim 9 7, wherein said 
aperture has a diameter smaller than a diameter of a battery temninal, thereby 
impeding contact of conductive items with a battery temiinal. 

12. (Cunnently Amended) The battery storage apparatus of claim AQ 8, wherein said 
aperture has a diameter smaller than a diameter of a battery terminal, thereby 
impeding contact of conductive items with a battery terminal. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Cunnently Amended) A battery storage apparatus comprising a hous i ng, said 
hous i ng comprip i ng : 

a non-conductive sleeve having an open end, a temninal end, and a substantially 
constant cross section along its entire length from the open end to the temninal end, 
said sleeve dimensioned to conform closely to and receive a battery, said sleeve 
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adapted to snuggly fit over an inserted portion of said battery, wherein tlie tenninal 
end of said sleeve defines an aperture in alignment viilh said first end of any battery 
that can be inserted into or removed from said sleeve, said aperture being large 
enough for air to pass through while a battery is being inserted or removed from said 
cavity, the length of said sleeve being substantially the same length of said battery, 
wherein said battery storage apparatus allows i mm e diat e retrieval of said battery 
without compromising the integrity of the housing. 



1 5. (Currently Amended) A battery storage apparatus oompricing a housing, said 
hous i ng comprising: 

(a) a first non-conductive sleeve having an open end, a terminal end. and a 
substantially constant cross section along its entire length from the open end to the 
temninal end, said first sleeve dimensioned to confonn closely to and receive a 
battery, the length of said first sleeve being shorter than the length of said battery, 
thereby allowing an exposed end of said battery to extend from said first sleeve 
when said battery is inserted therein, said first sleeve adapted to snuggly fit over an 
inserted portion of said battery; 

(b) a second non-conductive sleeve having an open end, a tenninal end, and a 
substantially constant cross section along its entire length from the open end to the 
tenninal end, said second sleeve being dimensioned to conform closely to and 
receive the exposed end of said battery, the length of said second sleeve being 
shorter than the length of said exposed end of said battery, said second sleeve 
adapted to snuggly fit over at least a portion of said exposed portion of said battery; 
and 

(c) whefein said first sleeve and said second sleeve being in a non-sealed 
relationship with each other when the battery is inserted therein; 

(d) wherein the terminal end of said first sleeve defines a first aperture in alignment 
with said first end of anv battery that can be inserted into or removed from said first 
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sleeve, said first aperture being large enough for air to pass through while a battery 
is being inserted or removed from said cavitv: and 

(e) wherein the temiinal end of said second sleeve defines a second aperture in 
alignment with the exposed end of anv battery that can be Inserted into or removed 
from said first sleeve, said second aperture being la rge enough for air to pass 
through while a battery is being Inserted or removed fro m said cavitv. wherein each 
aperture is adapted to substantially prevent conductive items from contacting the 
terminals on said battery . 



16. (Previously Presented) The battery storage apparatus of claim 14, wherein 

a non-conductive sleeve defines more than one cavity, each cavity having an open 
end, a temiinal end, and a substantially constant cross section along its entire length 
from the open end to the temiinal end, each of said cavities being dimensioned to 
confomn closely to and receive a battery, the length of said sleeve being 
substantially the length of said battery. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The A battery storage apparatus comprising of c l aim 15, 

(a) the first non-conductive sleeve defines more than one cavity, each cavity having 
an open end, a terminal end, and a substantially constant cross section along Its 
entire length from ttie open end to ttie terminal end, each of said cavities being 
dimensioned to confonn closely to and receive a battery, the length of said first 
sleeve being shorter than ttie lengtii of said battery thereby allowing an exposed end 
of said battery to extend from said first sleeve when said battery is inserted therein, 
said first sleeve adapted to snuggly fit over an inserted portion of said battery; and 

(b) the second non-conductive sleeve defines more than one cavity, each cavity with 
an open end, a temninal end, and a substantially constant cross section along its 
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entire length from the open end to the terminal end, said second sleeve being 
dimensioned to confomi closely to and receive the exposed end of said battery, the 
length of said second sleeve being shorter than the length of said exposed end of 
said battery or batteries, said second sleeve adapted to snuggly fit over at least a 
portion of said exposed portion of said battery; 

(c) said first sleeve and said second sleeve beino in a non-sealed relationship with 
each other when the battery i s inserted therein: 

(d) wherein each of the temriinal ends of the first sleeve define a f irst aperture, each 
of the first apertures being in alignment with any battery that c an be inserted into or 
removed from a corresponding one of said more than one cavity, said first aperture 
being large enough for air to pass through while a battery is being inserted or 
removed from said cavity: 

(e) wherein the temnlnal ends of said second sleeve define a sec ond aperture, each 
of the second apertures beino in alignment with anv battery th at can be inserted into 
a corresponding one of said more than one cavitv. said secon d aperture being large 
enough for air to pass through while a battery Is being inserte d or removed from said 
cavity, and 

ffl wherein each of said first apertures and said second apert ures is adapted to 
substantiaHv prevent conductive items from contacting the tem iinals on said battery. 



18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently Amended) The battery storage apparatus of claim 4« 14, wherein said 
aperture has a diameter smaller ttian a diameter of a battery terminal, thereby 
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impeding contact with a battery terminal. 



21. (Currently Amended) The battery storage apparatus of claim 4© 15, wherein said 
apertures ^ have a diameter smaller than a diameter of a battery terminal thereby 
impeding contact with a battery temilnal. 



22. (Cancelled) 

23. (New) The battery storage apparatus of claim 16. wherein said aoertures have a 
diameter smaller than a diameter of a battery temiin al therebv impeding contact with 
a battery tenninal. 

24. (New) The battery storage apparatus of claim 17. wherein said apertures have a 
diameter smaller than a diameter of a battery ten-ninal thereby impeding contact with 
a battery temiinal . 
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